
National Student 
Clearinghouse (NSC) 

Rate:  

 accounts for students 
graduating from any 
institution of higher 
education in the U.S. 

MHEC Rate: 

 accounts for students 
graduating from UMBC 
or any MD 4 Yr public 

institution 

IPEDS Rate: 

 accounts for pre-Allied 
Health students 

graduating elsewhere 

Internal Rate: 

% of full-time first-time 
degree-seeking students  

who enter UMBC and 
graduate from UMBC 

within 6 years 

National Student Clearinghouse  
Voluntary System of Accountability College Portrait 

Success Rates using NSC Data: 
UMBC’s 2005* Cohort of First-Time Full-Time Degree-Seeking Students 
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MHEC Graduation Rates 
Fall 2004* Cohort of First-Time Full-Time Degree-Seeking Freshmen 

UMBC & Other USM Institutions 
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MHEC Graduation Rates 
 for UMBC Cohorts of First-Time Full-Time Degree Seeking Freshmen  

Fall 1994 to 2004* Cohorts 
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IPEDS 
 Six-Year Graduation Rates for UMBC and Ten Current Peers 

First-Time Full-Time Degree-Seeking Freshmen  
1998 to 2004* Fall Cohorts 
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Source: IPEDS (NCES Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System) Data Center, Graduation Rate Survey 

So What is UMBC’s 
Graduation Rate? 

Source: Maryland Higher Education Commission Retention & Graduation Reports 

Source: VSA College Portrait Student Success Rates 
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Persistence of Full-Time First-Time Freshmen -  
Fall 2001 to Fall 2005* Cohorts 
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UMBC Internal Graduation Rates 
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Four, Five & Six Year Graduation Rates for UMBC 
 First-Time Full-Time Degree Seeking Freshmen 
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Source: REX - DW.LSA_UNDERGRADUATE_COHORT table 

* Why do we 
stop at 2004 
or 2005?  
Because the 
IPEDS 
standard is 
the six-year 
graduation 
rate, so we 
look at 
students who 
entered 
UMBC six 
years ago.  
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