
UMBC Provost’s Task Force on Interdisciplinary Activities

I.
Charge

For many years, interdisciplinary activities have been central to the execution of UMBC’s educational and research missions. The campus boasts with a wide array of longstanding interdisciplinary units and activities as well as emerging areas of curricular innovation and scholarly endeavor by our faculty and students. The task force will:

· Gather information about existing interdisciplinary activities at UMBC, including formal academic programs, individualized curricula, interdisciplinary- cross- and multi-disciplinary research as conducted by research centers, institutes, and individual collaborations.
· Identify and assess opportunities and barriers posed by existing policies, practices, and campus culture, including but not limited to, in areas of undergraduate and graduate student recruitment, advising, retention and completion, faculty development, workload, support for research, scholarly and creative activity, recognition of scholarly achievement, academic program administration and shared governance. 
· Evaluate approaches to support for interdisciplinarity at other institutions. Identify and review exemplary models at other campuses.
· Recommend changes to existing processes, policies, and organizational structures to maximize on institutional strengths and to support and encourage the full array of interdisciplinary activities at UMBC effectively and efficiently.
· Act as a resource for the 2014-16 strategic planning process.

