Finance Board Meeting






     Minutes 

   Date: September 4, 2012

Commons 318

Call Meeting to Order at-- 5:37

Roll Call

Mani Gupta

Sam Spehr

Macy Bokhari 

Chisom Ebinama 

Mark Crenshaw

Michelle Kuah

1) College Democrats

Description-







NO SHOW 

Questions-

Discussion-

(Michelle Kuah late entry due to a class overlapping 45 minutes into FBM)
2) Chi Alpha Omega

Description

This student organization wants to hold an event called United Fall 2012. They previously held this event last year and it was a success. The purpose of this event is to bring unity with God and to gather students to entertain them with speakers and performances. This event will be held in the University Center Ballroom, at 7:00pm to 11pm. It’s open to all students. They are requesting money for set up, security, marketing, audio-visual, and house keeping; which comes to a total of $1002.14. 

Questions 

MARK

Q: “Is this event only open to Christian students on campus?”

A-“No it is open to all students of different religions or beliefs.” 

MACY

Q: “What is the Planned schedule?”

A: “7:00 Intro(Skit and Music)

     8:00 Speaker

     9:00-11:00 Further entertainment “

MICHELLE

Q: “How will you advertise for this event?”

A: “Banner, flyers, and cards.”

MANI

Q: “Have you utilized Facebook?”

A: “Yes we have about 100 members and we are working on posting a video to inform our members more about this event.”

SAM

Q: “Do you have any contracts for the speakers coming to this event?”

A: “No, they are volunteers.”

Q: “You are still required to have contracts for volunteers.”

A: “We will begin on that process as soon as we can. Thank you for informing us about this policy.”

Q: “How many students are you anticipating to come?”

A: “Last year we had 350 students show up. We are aiming to appeal to more students, by planning to make this event more ‘out there’”

Discussion

Chisom has participated in this event and he feels confident that this would appeal to a lot of students. As well as the meaning of this event, “it’s something that should be shared on campus.” Michelle expanded on Chisom’s response and commented on how a lot of students that usually do not attend activities on campus could be interested in this event, which is more spiritual and brings a more positive outlook on life.  

Votes

 5 In favor, 0 opposed, 1 abstaining, 1 not present

$1002.14 allocated to Chi Alpha Christian Fellowship for United Fall 2012

3) Alpha Nu Omega

Description-

This Greek organization wants to host a Fashion show in the UC Ballroom at 7pm on November 10, 2012. Their goal is to educate the students about how to wear clothing in a sensible way as well as still staying in fashion. Along with working on improving students self esteem, they want to give student a more positive outlook on their appearance. Anyone can be a model at this event, as well as be apart of the audience. 

Questions- 

MACY

Q: “How many members are you hoping to have at this event? “

A: “350 and hopefully more. It’s our first fashion show, so we are really trying to get as many people as we can.”

Q: “How are you going to do recruiting for models in this event?”

A: “We want to get students to be our models for this fashion show. So far we have made a Facebook page and twitter. We also are going to advertise for models in the Involvement Fest as well.”

Q: “You said something about a theme you are having at this event?”

A: “There is a Christian theme! One of our goals with this event is to show Christianity through a different light!”

A: “What entertainment are you going to have at this event?”

Q: “Well we will main event- the fashion show. Then we were going to have an intermission where we serve food. Following that we are going to have a few games and a contest where students assemble an outfit. In the end to add to our Christian theme we are going to have Spoken Words.”

Q: “How are you advertising for this event?”

A: “Facebook, twitter, Instagram, quarter cards; as well as reaching out to other chapters!”

SAM

Q: “Why do you need to have food at this event?”

A: “We want to add to the atmosphere of the Fashion show and create a sort of Café feel!”

MANI

Q:”I see a lot of money going into contracts. What contracts are you signing for?”

A: “DJ, Donations, food, and make-up.”

MAX

Q: “What is your main objective for this Fashion Show?”

A: “How to work with what they have and to educate students to clothe them selves in righteousness. Or in other words “Work with what you got!”

MICHELLE

Q: “What does food add to this request and can you see it without food?”

A: “It adds to the atmosphere. Café Feel? It could run without food but it would not help the atmosphere we are trying to set.”

CHISOM

Q: “How will you include all the students in UMBC who aren’t Christian?”

A: “The clothes are respectable. The only part that is Christian is the Spoken Words, but the whole event is not pushing away other religions. Its not just directed to Christians, it also brings awareness to what to wear and how to wear clothes. The event is just a fashion show with a few added Christian ideals. Everyone should come; Id love to have diverse religious groups at this fashion show.”

Discussion
The food is starting to become conflict with the Board. Michelle is stating that she has seen events such as fashion shows without food, which have done extremely well. Chisom stated that us as a board should partially fund for food. Michelle is putting that to question, because she believes that it’s finger food. It’s not necessarily a meal so it doesn’t have a huge impact on the whole event. If we have some food then students will be rushing to get it. Then the students that don’t have food could get upset. Glenmore is a food company, which the Finance Board thinks they should re-think the caterer. We will come back to this even later in the night. 

Partially Funding Food or No Food will be discussed later in the meeting. 

Tabled 

Further Discussion on this event 

Max(Senator) believes that food will not contribute to the event. The food is not something that is important, because the goal is to make people feel confortable in their own body. Michelle does not want to fund for food, because she feels that this event will not need food. It can be successful without it. Chisom responded by saying that the food should be partially funded because it adds to the atmosphere of the event. Michelle states that they have so many other activities that can keep the students involved! Intermission can be cut short and go into another activity. Food is secondary. Chisom and Macy are the only two people that want to partially fund. 

Chisom- “This is one of the programs where we should want to try something different. A fashion show can go in different directions. Food really adds to the atmosphere! It keeps the people engaged in what’s going on. I believe that there should be some funding for food in this event” 

 Sam- “What is a reasonable cost for food? 

Macy: “I actually can’t really put a good number down for funding.”

Sam-“You need amount and a justification. We can just put money out there.”

Michelle: “Even if we set it for a amount less then 300 people, what if there is a larger turn out. People will be upset. Having food is not something that can be partially funded.”

Kian: “It is better to have no food then some food. In a previous event, they ran out of food and that just lead to an unpleasant atmosphere. If there is food at an event then you should have enough food for everyone. I wouldn’t be happy if I had food and someone else didn’t.”

Macy: “Finger food or no food, it’s not like it’s a meal. Its experimental, what if the turnout is cut in half. Even if the food runs out so what at least they have drinks to go round.”

Michelle: “This number comes from the leaders of the group. If they give us an estimate we should expect around that number. Us a board should believe the information they provide us. If we don’t, that’s not fair to this group of students”

Mani-“We should believe in the people. IF they say there are going to be that many people than we should stick with that.”

Michelle: “If you go to an event offered for food and there is no food people will be very upset. Compared to if an event is not advertised for food, then people will go more for the event itself.”

Kian: “Is the food really necessarily important for this event? We have other events, which primarily need food. Plenty of organizations have requested money for food, because it was the theme of their event. A good example would be dinners a lot of sororities want to hold.”

Sam: “When we patricianly fund it is arbitrary. There needs to be a justification. Trust the orgs with the number of participants, because they know about their club more than we do.”

Michelle-“Partially funding gives off the idea that Financial Board is not fully trusting the org. We should in fact be supportive.”

Sam- “There are several events that bring in people without food. This organization is a popular group, so I don’t see food crucial to this event.”

Kian: “The previous fashion shows at UMBC are different from this one because it focuses more on the Christian aspect.  A lot of other fashion shows have not had food and they were extremely successful. A fashion show is more for entertainment than to feed or educate. Money will run out and we should start thinking ahead and nd not throwing money around.”

Vote for Food

0 for partially funding food, 6 Not funding, 0 abstaining, 1 absent

1750.14 allocation denied to Alpha Omega Fashion Show for food

Total Food: 

4 in favor, 1 opposed, 1 abstaining, and 1 absent

3255.14 allocated to Alpha Omega’s Fashion Show

4) Pre-Med Society 

Description-






NO SHOW

Questions-

Discussion- 

5) Society for Women Engineers 

Description
“A lot of the students are not aware of how to manage their time on campus as well as not knowing the steps to be an engineer.” This student organization wants to hold an event where they would have speakers and seniors who would come in to inform students more about what engineering is. The snacks are more to help the atmosphere it’s not a necessity. Their main form of advertising is through Facebook. This event would be on September 13, 2012 in the UC Ballroom Lounge and would last for about an hour and a half.

Questions 

MANI

Q: “Are you only appealing to freshman?”

A: “No we aren’t, we just picked the name Freshman Forum because it was catchy.”

CHISOM

Q: “Have you held this event in the past?”

A: “No.”

Q: “Would food really add to this event?”

A: “Yes and no but food will help keep the students engaged and more interested in the event.”

Discussion-

Mark- “I think it’s a good idea, because a lot of people quit out of this major. It’s good to make student get a feel of what they are getting themselves into. As well as it gives students a chance to see if they really want to be apart of the engineering business.”

Chisom- “It’s a good price for all the benefits it would give to the students at UMBC. Food should be funded, because I do see it as a necessity.”

Vote: 

5 in favor ,0 opposed, 1 abstaining, 1 not present

$238.00 allocated to Society of Women Engineers for their Freshman Forum

6) Federation of Martial Arts 

Description-

Questions- 

Discussion-

Note: Approval for this event does not involve the SGA, due to Martial Arts recently being approved by UMBC Athletics to become a sports student organization. The decision to hold this event is in the hands of Student Athletics. 

Vote:

0 in favor, 6 opposed, 0 abstaining, and 1 absent 

$3075.39 allocation was denied to the Federation of Martial Arts

7) Bethel Camps Fellowship 

Description

This Student Organization wants to have a “Welcome Back Cookout” for the members of their student organization. The event as a whole is more about students relaxing and getting a chance to meet new people in the fellowship. Along with meeting other students out of this organization in order to make students more excited for the school year. The Back-to-School-Cookout would be held in the Quad Field on September 14th, 2012 at 12 pm to 3pm. There would be several activities to keep students entertained through out the event. 

Questions 

MACY

Q: “Expand on the Activities you are going to have at this Cook Out?”

A: “Most of them are going to be Loan Games.  The activates at this event are more for leisure so it can be less awkward for students to participate in them.” 

CHISOM

Q: “Is this location confirmed?”

A: “Yes.” 

Q: “Is this only towards your members or to all the students at UMBC. What is the moral of getting food and catching up?”

A: “This back to school event is basically focused on student relaxing before school starts. It is also used to draw in freshman. It is an easier way to meet new people. In the past, a lot of the students did not know of our org. So we want to bring more awareness to our group.”

Q: “How are you advertising for this event?”

A:” We already made a Facebook page and we are in the making a video to help students get more excited about this event.”

SAM

Q: “Did you already advertise this event with food?”

A: “Yes”

Q: “Do you have enough time to advertise for this event?”

A: “Yes, because it is an open event.”

Q: “The final total cost of this event is $750”

A: “Yes.”

SARA

Q: “Did you get approval from Jackie and is this in the Quad?”

A: “Yes and yes.”

Discussion 

Macy-“I agree that food and drinks should be used. She appreciates that there are also going to be activities as this events.”

Max(Sentor)- “This event seems to be only appealing to their individual members. The videos are only being directed to the Bethel Members.”

Michelle- “Having experience, I agree that food is important. I am only concerned that every organization is going to ask to have their own cook outs. If you want to keep members through small events, Finance Board can’t really be much of a help. Then all the members would want to get their own small cook outs. It is a bad set up that we will create for student organizations. The finance board made a precedent that each organization would have their fair share of recruitment. Is there a better way to recruit people without the use of food. As the board we should try to recruit members without the use of food and money. I do not think it is a good way to use the student dollar.”

Vote: 

0 in favor, 4 opposed, 2 abstaining, and 1 absent 

$750.00 allocation was denied to the Back-to-School Cookout

8) Hindu Student Council 

Description

This student Organization hosts an annual event at UMBC named Garba; Raas N’ Dhol! Each year tickets are sold out. They forgot to bring their quotes, but they will be sending them to the board tomorrow. In this event they will start with a few dances. Then there is a band that will perform for 4 hours. After the performance there will be an intermission. Following that there is food provided from a store called Shaheen. The audio and video will be from 7pm to 1am. 

Questions 

CHISOM

Q: “How many contracts do you have?”

A: “1 band($1700),1 DJ($300), and 1 for the food($350).”

Q: “Expand on the security you will have at this event?”

A “5 student Marshalls for 6 hours.”

Q: “What is the ticket staff about?”

A: “Don’t know exactly, but we do know we need 5 ticket staffs for 6 hours.”

Q: “Do you have any other orgs or groups which would collaborate with you to take the cost down?”

A: “No, we would collaborate with SASA! However; they are about to hold one of there large events soon. So we understand that they will need as much funding as they can get. We are basically have to do this by ourselves and with the help of the Finance Board.” 

MACY

Q: “How did your event go last year?”

A: “It was sold out last year! In fact most years we have held this event it’s a huge success. We did run into a few problems with security, but we made sure to take care of that this year.”

Q: “How did you get to the estimate of you having a turnout of 450 people?” 

A; “That was the turn out from last year.”

Q: “Is there any source of funding?”

A; “No there are no other funds.”

MARK

Q: “What is Garba?”

A: “Is it a type of dance which we do for the celebration for our Hindu Holiday!”

Q: “What have you done to advertise?”

A: “We have used Facebook and Twitter. We definitely informed students by just talking about it and getting our members to spread the word. Our student org is also using flyers to our advantage.”

MICHELLE

Q: “Can you give a walk through of what the event is going to be like?” 

A: “6:30 doors open

      7:00 Garba band starts and goes on for 2 and half hours

       Raas(duration of one hours)

       15 minute break 

       FOOD

       Bangra(music) till the end”

CRAIG

Q: “Is Shaheen on the Caterer list?”

A: “When we did it last year we did not need to do this listing. We went through contracting and other steps, which were approved by UMBC policies.”

Discussion

Michelle- “There is a reserving system in events planning.”
Mani-“I am comfortable with this ticketing thing. We need to get ticketing more involved in the students attendance in UMBC.”

Chisom-“We need to check which students are going from UMBC compared to others schools. I have never heard of this event, but I need to see the quotes for what is going to happen in this events. Could we see if they could try to use some of their funds to help pay off some of the total amount?”

Macy-“We do not usually offer the idea of doing carry over, because it not fair to the individual student organization to spend their money. They used there time to get all of this money and they should have the opportunity to use the money for other activities.”   

Sara: “We only use carry over if we do not fully fund for the event. So they could have the option to use their own money.”


Tabled. 

Roll Call

Members Present at End:

Mani Gupta

Sam Spehr

Macy Bokhari 

Chisom Ebinama 

Mark Crenshaw

Michelle Kuan

Meeting Adjourned at 8:28

________________________________________________________________________

